Faith endorsement for Prison Chaplains (employed and sessional)

Process

All Chaplains must have the endorsement of their faith community before being appointed as a Prison Chaplain.  The Prison Service will obtain this endorsement through a two-step process, but see below for Buddhist Chaplains:

1. Senior Religious Contact 
Candidates should be asked to provide a reference from a Senior Religious Contact in their faith community (as on standard application form).  This might be a Religious Leader or a member of the Committee or Council of their local place of worship.  A request for the Senior Religious Contact is included on the application form (for employed posts) and on the vetting questionnaire (for sessional and volunteer posts).

· Once it has been decided to proceed with an appointment (eg following an interview or nomination) establishments should then write to the Senior Religious Contact seeking information on the candidate’s suitability for ministry in prisons and on the work/activities in which they have been involved with the faith community.  A model letter is attached at A. If the Senior religious Contact is the same person as that providing endorsement (see step 2 below), there is no need to apply this step.
2. Prison Service Faith Adviser
· Once the information is received from the Senior Religious Contact, this should be sent to the Prison Service Faith Adviser as on the attached list B,  asking them whether they can endorse, in writing, the candidate’s suitability for appointment as a Prison Chaplain.  A model letter is attached at C.  If they cannot give endorsement they should set out the reasons in writing.

Only when the endorsement is received (and all other security and other pre appointment checks) can the candidate be appointed.

A copy of the endorsement (or non endorsement) should be sent to          Chaplaincy HQ.

Buddhist Chaplains

Angulimala (the Buddhist Prison Chaplaincy Organisation and Religious Consultative Service to the Prison Service/NOMS for Buddhism) is responsible for the recruitment of Buddhist Chaplains, and nomination from Angulimala provides the necessary endorsement.

Letter to Senior Religious Contact (A)

Dear

(Insert name and address of candidate) has applied for a post of (add faith) Chaplain at (add prison) and has given your name as a Senior Religious Contact from the faith community.  I would be grateful if you could answer the questions set out below to help us assess the candidate’s suitability for appointment.

Formal endorsement from the candidate’s faith community is needed before appointment and the information you give will be passed on to the relevant Prison Service faith adviser for endorsement.  You should be aware that in certain circumstances we may be required to release the information you provide to the individual concerned.

All Chaplains work as part of a multi faith Chaplaincy team to provide spiritual and pastoral care to prisoners and staff at the prison.  This may include leading the main act of worship.

Thank you for your assistance.  A prepaid envelope is enclosed for your reply.

Name of candidate……………………………………

1.
How long have you known the applicant?

2.
In what context do you know the applicant?

3.
Are you related to the applicant?

4.
Please give your knowledge of the candidate’s experience of ministry

-  work within the faith community:

- other relevant religious activities:

5.
Please give your assessment of the candidate’s suitability for ministry in prison.

6.
Why do you think the candidate will be suitable for prison ministry?

7.
Are you aware of any reason why the candidate would not be suitable for this appointment?

8.
Please add any other information you think would be relevant

Your full name

Your address

Your contact phone number

Your position/role in the faith community

PRISON SERVICE FAITH ADVISER ENDORSEMENT (B)

All appointments for Prison Chaplain (employed, fee paid or voluntary) require the endorsement from the appropriate Prison Service Faith Adviser, as set out below. 

For Buddhist Chaplains:




The Venerable Ajahn Khemadhammo Mahathera, OBE

Angulimala

The Forest Hermitage

Lower Fulbrook

Nr Sherbourne, 

Warwick

CV35 8AS

01926 624385

prakhem@foresthermitage.org.uk

For Christian Chaplains:

Anglican

The local Bishop or his representative.

Free Church

The Revd Alan Ogier

Superintendent Methodist Chaplain

Chaplaincy HQ

Room 624

Horseferry House

Dean Ryle Street

London SW1P 2AW

0207 217 8084

alan.ogier@hmps.gsi.gov.uk

Roman Catholic

The local Bishop or his representative.

For Chaplains from the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints:

Mike Peel

Area Presidency Office
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
751 Warwick Road
Solihull
West Midlands
B91 3DQ
Tel: 0121 712 1200 (Ask for Area Presidency Office)
Mob: 07729 844 782
Email: mike.val3@tiscali.co.uk
 
For Hindu Chaplains:

Dr HVS Shastry

E Mail:   londonprabhu@yahoo.co.uk

For Jewish Chaplains:

Revd Michael Binstock

Director of Jewish Chaplaincy

Visitation Committee
United Synagogue

8-10 Forty Avenue

Wembley

Middlesex

HA9 8JW

0208 385 1855

Michael@aje.org.uk

For Muslim Chaplains:

Ahtsham Ali

Prison Service Muslim Adviser

Chaplaincy HQ

Room 623

Horseferry House

Dean Ryle Street

London

SW1P 2AW

0207 217 8832

Ahtshamali@hmps.gsi.gov.uk

For Pagan Chaplains:

Suzanne White

The Pagan Federation

P O Box 7097

London WC1N 3XX

E-mail: suzanne@prisonministry.org.uk

For Sikh Chaplains:

Dr Indarjit Singh, OBE

Sikh Chaplaincy Service

Suite 405

Highland House

The Broadway

Wimbledon

London SW19 INE

0208 544 8037

E  mail: sikhmessenger@aol.com

For Chaplains from other faith traditions, please contact Chaplaincy HQ for further advice.

Model letter (C) to Prison Service Faith Adviser seeking endorsement

(Name and address of candidate) has applied for the post of a (add faith) Chaplain at (add establishment).  I attach a copy of the reference received from the Senior Religious Contact, as nominated by the candidate on the application form.  I would be grateful to know if you are able to endorse this candidate as suitable for prison ministry.  If you are not able to do so, please set out your reasons in writing.  You should be aware that in certain circumstances we might be required to release the information you provide to the individual concerned.

*  I endorse this candidate as suitable for prison ministry

*  I am not able to endorse this candidate as suitable for prison ministry because

Signature

Date

*delete as appropriate

